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principal men, and resolved to deliver him up Lo the Romans as the cause
of the war. The noble Stimnite saved himself from disgrace by a voluntary
death; his lifeless corpse was carried to Rome; the Roman prisoners, of
whom there was a large number, were released, and gold was sent to ransom
the Sainnites. The utmost readiness to yield to all reasonable terms was
evinced; but nothing would content the haughty senate but the supremacy,
and sooner than thus resign their national independence the Sainnites re-
solved to dare and endure the uttermost.
In the spring (321) the Roman legions, led by the consuls T. Velurius
and Sp. Postuinius, encamped at Galatia in Campania, with the intention of
directing their entire force against central Samnium. But the Samnite gen-
eral, C. Pontius, having spread a false report that Luccria, in Apulia, was
hard pressed by a Samnite army, and on the point of surrender, the consuls
resolved to attempt its relief without delay. They entered the Samnite
country, and advanced heedlessly and incautiously. In the vicinity of the
town of Caudium they reached the Caudine Forks, as u pass was named con-
sisting of a deep valley between two wooded mountains ; a hollow way led
into it at one end, and a narrow path over a nioiintui% which closed it iip,
led out of it at the other end. Into these toils the consuls conducted thei"
army ; they saw nothing to alarm.them till the head of the column came to
the further end, and found the passage stopped with rocks and trunks of
trees, and on looking round they beheld the hills occupied by soldiery. To
advance or to retreat was now equally impossible; they therefore threw up
entrenchments in the valley, and remained there, the Sumnites not attacking
them, in reliance on the aid of famine. At length, when their food was
spent and hunger began to be felt, they sent deputies to learn the will of the
Samnite leaders. It is said that Pontius, on this occasion, sont for his father
to advise him : this venerable old man, who, in high repute for wisdom,
dwelt at Caudium, was conveyed to the camp in a wain, and his advice was.
either to let the Romans go free and uninjured, or totally to destroy the
army. Pontius preferred a middle course, and the old man retired, shedding
tears at the misery he saw thence to come on his country. The terms
accorded by Pontius were the restoration of the ancient alliance between
Rome and Samniuin, the withdrawal of Roman colonies from places belong-
ing to the Samnites, and the giving back of all places to which they had a
right. The arms and baggage of the vanquished army, were, as a matter of
course, to be given up to the conquerors. How rarely has Rome ever
granted a vanquished enemy terms so mild as these ! Yet the Roman his-
torians had the audacity to talk of the insolence of the victorious Sumnites*
and the Roman senate and people the baseness and barbarity to put to an
ignominous death the noble Pontius twenty-seven years after !
These terms were sworn to by the consuls and their principal officers, and
six hundred knights were given as hostages till they should have been ratified
by the senate and people. A passage wide enough for one person to pass
was made in the paling with which the Samnites had enclosed them,flnd one
of the pales laid across it, and through this door the consuls, followed by
their officers and men, each in a single garment, came forth. Pontius gave
beasts of burden to convey the sick and wounded, and provisions enough to
take the ar-my to Rome. They then departed and reached Capua before
nightfall; but shame, or doubt of the reception they might meet with, kept
them from entering. Next morning, however, all 'the people came out to
meet and console them. Refreshments and aid of every kind were given
them, and they thence pursued their way to Rome.